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  Past President’s Message   

 19th Australasian Plant Pathology Conference, Auckland  

 I have just returned from the APPS Conference and was delighted that it was so well attended by members from both sides of the Tasman. 
There was a great spread of age and experience at the meeting, with about 70 post graduate students and early-career researchers in 
attendance. This augers well for the future of plant pathology in the Australasian region. 

 

   

 At the Annual General Meeting Professor Eileen Scott was confirmed as the new President of APPS, and the new Management Committee 
from South Australia was elected. Professor Kim Plummer, from La Trobe, is the new President-elect. 

 

   

 One of the most important functions at the Conference is the presentations of Awards. This year three members were made Fellows of 
APPS: Associate Professor Philip Keane for his contributions to tropical plant pathology and teaching; Associate Professor Michael Pearson 
for his contributions to virology and teaching; and Professor Mark Sutherland for his contributions to cereal pathology and teaching. Two 
Society members received Distinguished Service Awards: Dr Rob Magarey for his numerous contributions to the management of the Society; 
and to Dr Peter Williamson, APPS’ long-standing Business Manager. There were also two recipients of the Allen Kerr Postgraduate Prize: Dr. 
Rachel Mann for her work on Erwinia amylovora; and Dr Sunil Singh for his work on the biosecurity threats of plant-parasitic nematodes. The 
outgoing Management Committee thank the Awards Sub-Committee, under the chairmanship of Professor John Randles, for their assistance 
in reviewing the nominations for awards. 

 

   

 Moving forwards  

 On behalf of the WA Management Committee I would like to thank all the Society members who have been so supportive during the past two 
years. It has been a pleasure to work for the Society. Finally, good wishes for the holiday season and 2014. 

 

   

 Elaine Davison  

 e.davison@curtin.edu.au  past.president@appsnet.org  

  News from the Business Manager   

mailto:e.davison@curtin.edu.au
mailto:past.president@appsnet.org


 Memberships are due for renewal on the 1st January 2014. If you have not done so already, please login to the member area and make your 
subscription payment. Your member profile will show you whether your subscription is due for renewal. Please also update your member 
profile at the same time. 

 

   

 I send all members my best wishes for the coming year.  

   

 Peter Williamson  

 Business manager, APPS  

     

    New members   

   

  On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the following new members:   

  Dr Derek Goto  Mr Alistair Smith  

   Miss Luise Sigel  Dr Prabhakaran Sambasivam   

  Prof James Stack  Dr Ash Martin  

    

 On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the following new complimentary members:  

  Angsana Akarapisan  Simone Kreidl  

  Mazen Alazem  Marzena Krysinska-Kaczmarek  

  Saleh Al-Nadhari  Claudia Lange  

  Fahad Al-Yahya  Robert Lawry  

  Nitish Anand  Duy Le  

  Jeyaseelan Baskarathevan  Sonia Lilly  

  Pavel Beran  Piyush Mathur  

  Alexander Bisson  Martin Mebalds  

  Peter Bokor  Joyeeta Mitra  

  Jo Bowen  Merran Neilsen  

  Simon Bulman  Kate Olliver  

  Vincent Bus  Prabir Kumar Paul  

  Mark Butt  Françoise Poliakoff  

  Jiang Chang  NHL Pradeepa  

  Patricia Chapman  Chantal Probst  



  Rattiros Chiangsin  Shamini Pushparajah  

  Philippa Child  Ibrahim Ahmed Qatan  

  Daniel Cohen  Sujeewa Rathnayake  

  Wei Cui  Bethany Reid  

  Ahmed Dawabah  Erik Rikkerink  

  Matthew Denton-Giles  Rebecca Roach  

  Veradina Dharjono  Hefni Rusli  

  Karthikeyan Dharmaraj  Aniline Sacdalan  

  Carla Eaton  Karanjeet Sandhu  

  Samantha Edwards  Lucilene Santos  

  Philip Elmer  Kyrylo Savchenko  

  Mereia Fong Lomavatu  Abbas Sharzei  

  Paul Gardner  Toshio Shibuya  

  Navodit Goel  Francesco Spinelli  

  Naoki Harada  Shamala Sundram  

  Alaa Haridi  Matthew Templeton  

  Helen Harman  David Teulon  

  Dalphy Harteveld  Sarah Thompson  

  Colleen Higgins  Monika Tothova  

  Maree Horne  Niloofar Vaghefi  

  Kamil Hudec  Gardette Valmonte  

  Tracey Immanuel  Nick Warner  

  Abu Iqram  Rosemary Warren  

  Md. Monirul Islam  Bevan Weir  

  Kaori Itagaki  Wisnu Wicaksono  

  Ria Johansen  Joe Win  

  Wee Soo Kand  Peter Wood  

  Wycliff Kinoti  Jessica Yardley  

  Gregor Kolbe  Yanfei Zhou  

   



  
Should our agriculture graduates have skills in plant 
pathology?  
 
Associate Professor Amanda Able, the University of Adelaide  
(Vice-President APPS). 

 

 

   

 I’m sure many of our members are saying ‘Of course they should!’ as they read the title of this newsletter item. But first – why am I even 
asking it? For many years I have been part of the discussions, both within this society and in other academic circles, about the urgent need to 
make sure we can actually ensure continued capacity in agricultural industries, including plant pathology. I believe that most people recognise 
this need but we have two main issues facing us: 

 

   

 1) The inability to attract students to work in agriculture and related industries, let alone as plant pathologists. In Australia, recent studies by 
the Australian Council of Deans of Agriculture have shown that even though there are 2000 jobs available annually in agriculture 
(including those jobs that service agriculture such as consultants and plant pathologists), there are only between 600 and 800 graduates 
per year in agriculture and related disciplines. Anecdotal evidence (conversations with academics) suggests that New Zealand and other 
neighbours also find it difficult to maintain enrolments in this discipline. 

 

   

 2) No consolidated definition of what skills we (industry, academics, students and practitioners) regard as absolutely essential before we let 
our students into the real world. Although most of us know that we want students that can deal with the very complex problems facing us 
in food, fibre and fuel production in a world of climate change, defining that in terms of learning outcomes that can be benchmarked 
nationally and internationally has not occurred. 

 

   

 In addition, at least in Australia, we are faced with a new regulatory framework that will require all Universities to benchmark and show 
alignment of their curriculum with learning outcomes and appropriate assessment of those learning outcomes. A set of threshold learning 
outcomes (TLOs) have already been defined for the Sciences and a number of disciplines therein (see http://www.acds.edu.au/tlcentre/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/altc_standards_SCIENCE_240811_v3_final.pdf). Even though we expect our agriculture graduates to have science 
knowledge and associated skills, the very nature of agriculture suggests that they also need an appreciation of the system within which they 
will work, the effects of changes to that system on natural resources and/or social aspects and the impact of economics and logistics on 
decisions they will make. The Science TLOs are therefore not appropriate and, as such, a project supported by the Office for Learning and 
Teaching (an Australian Federal Government organisation) was started this year to create an agriculture-specific set of TLOs and an 
associated academic standards statement (The AgLTAS project). I have the great privilege of being a part of this project which is led by the 
University of Tasmania (by Dr Tina Acuna) and also involves the University of Adelaide, Charles Sturt University and the University of 
Western Sydney. 

 

   

 As part of this project, I have been running workshops with industry, students and academics to establish what they believe agriculture is as  

http://www.acds.edu.au/tlcentre/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/altc_standards_SCIENCE_240811_v3_final.pdf
http://www.acds.edu.au/tlcentre/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/altc_standards_SCIENCE_240811_v3_final.pdf


well as what minimum learning outcomes our students should have. To my delight, phrases such as plant health, plant pathology, biosecurity, 
understanding pathogens, and diagnosis of disease have all featured extensively in the responses. Discussion has usually focused on the 
complexities of the systems and the diseases we work with and the need to ensure that we understand these diseases but also spending time 
ensuring communication about how to deal with these issues is appropriate. This was something I was reminded of just today at the 
Australasian Plant Pathology conference when Robin Nitschke of the NZ Tamarillo Growers Association spoke about how important 
communication was between scientists and industry to avoid disaster for their industry in the face of disease. This means that our graduates 
must have a certain set of skills that enables them to communicate to different sets of audiences, find information and synthesise solutions to 
complex problems. 

   

 However, we are still seeking more feedback and so, fellow plant pathologists, I am seeking your help with our project. If you would like to 
make comment on the draft Threshold Learning Outcomes – please visit our online survey at http://www.agltas.edu.au/get-involved/take-the-
survey/. The survey is designed to take no longer than 10 minutes. 

 

   

 Project information and outcomes will be disseminated through a series of AgLTAS newsletters and the website (www.agltas.edu.au). Of 
course, if you’d like to discuss any aspect of the project and/or the future of plant pathology training with me, please do so. 
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http://www.agltas.edu.au/get-involved/take-the-survey/
http://www.agltas.edu.au/


  

 

  

   

 Below is a snapshot of some events involving the Tasmanian contribution to plant pathology. Contributions for future newsletters can be sent 
to robert.tegg@utas.edu.au  

 

   

 Tasmanian APPS division - presentation day  

 Fifteen attendees (pictured) from the north and south of the state met in historic Campbell Town on September 12th for a presentation forum. 
Talks included Dr Jason Scott ‘Sclerotinia sp. in pyrethrum’; Tamieka Pearce (PhD candidate), ‘genetics of Microsphaeropsis tanaceti in 
pyrethrum and plant host resistance’; Wossen Mengesha (PhD candidate) ‘compost tea as a crop protectant’; Mark Balendres (PhD 
candidate) ‘potato and powdery scab’; Dr Karen Barry ‘pre-harvest rot in sweet cherry’; Dr Morag Glen ‘diseases in Indonesian smallholder 
plantations’; and Peter Cross ‘national and state plant biosecurity processes’. 

 

   

 

 

 

   

mailto:robert.tegg@utas.edu.au


 The day was a great success, with good discussion and valuable feedback on many interesting projects. Attendees included representatives 
from the University of Tasmania, the State government and private enterprise. Thanks to Dr Karen Barry for organising this worthwhile event. 

 

   

 Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture researchers win top Australian viticulture award  

 Ms Katie Dunne, Dr Kathy Evans and Dr Karen Barry of the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA), along with their American colleagues, 
have been awarded Australia’s top viticultural research award. The team won the Best Viticulture Paper category at the 2013 Awards for 
Excellence held by the Australian Society for Viticulture and Oenology (ASVO) in Adelaide on the 26th October. The paper, titled 
“Optimisation of techniques for quantification of Botrytis cinerea in grape berries and receptacles by quantitative polymerase chain reaction”, 
was published in the Australian Journal of Grape and Wine Research, the scientific journal overseen by the ASVO, the peak professional 
body for Australian grape-growers and winemakers. 

 

   

 “This award represents a successful open collaboration that has resulted in research with a global impact, and is a wonderful example of 
cooperative work for the benefit of both science and vineyard management,” Dr Evans said. The collaboration was initiated by Dr Evans and 
Dr Lance Cadle-Davidson (United States Department of Agriculture), who supervised TIA PhD candidate Katie Dunne along with TIA co-
supervisor Dr Karen Barry. Dr Seiya Saito and Dr Wayne Wilcox from Cornell University worked alongside those at TIA to ensure an outcome 
that was far greater than the sum of the parts. 

 

   

   

 

 

Pictured (L-R): Katie Dunne (TIA), Stuart Thomson (Executive 
Director, Grape and Wine Research and Development 
Corporation) and Dr Kathy Evans (TIA). 

 

    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



APPS conference student award 

 Sarah Blake (pictured) won an award at the recent APPS conference in 
Auckland, NZ. The award was for best oral presentation of horticultural 
research (for student or early career researcher). Sarah presented her 
Honours research, entitled 'Investigating the role of strigolactones in plant 
disease'. Sarah is supervised by Karen Barry and plant geneticist Eloise 
Foo. 

 

 

   

 Research  

 New research into rot pathogens of sweet cherry will be conducted in a HAL-funded project which began in October this year. This three year 
project, led by Dr Karen Barry at the University of Tasmania, will investigate weather-based infection risk (laboratory based) on a range of 
varieties and at different stages of fruit development. Infection incidence over time will be determined at field sites in Tasmania and NSW. To 
confirm identity of the main pathogens causing cherry rot, surveys will be conducted at harvest in Tasmania and NSW. Knowledge gained will 
help growers to better target management for the right pathogens at the right time. 

 

   

 Gareth Hill, of Plant & Food Research NZ, is continuing the work on objective measures of botrytis bunch rot in wine grapes through his PhD 
candidature with UTAS and the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture. Gareth is supervised by Dr Kathy Evans, Dr Rob Beresford (PFR, NZ) and 
Dr Bob Dambergs. 

 

   

 Robert Tegg  

   

   

 

 

      



  

 

  

   

 As South Australia takes over hosting the Management Committee of APPS, there has been a change of guard in the state. The new 
President (Eileen Scott), Vice-president (Amanda Able), Executive Secretary (Barbara Hall), Treasurer (Jenny Davidson) and Assistant 
Secretary (Sue Pederick) started with the conference in New Zealand. With the first meeting before Christmas, they will aim to continue the 
great job of the outgoing WA-based Management Committee, consolidating many of the initiatives and continuing to move APPS forward. 

 

   

 As reported in the last newsletter, the Regional Councillor Committee of South Australia will be led by Pauline Glocke, ably assisted by Hugh 
Wallwork. They will be joined by new committee members Mohsen Khani and Suzanne McKay. 

 

   

 Barbara Hall  

   

      

 

 

      



  

 

  

 7th annual student symposium  

 In October, the Western Australian regional council held its 7th annual student symposium and are pleased to report that the afternoon was a 

success. Local members heard presentations from seven students across a wide range of topics including: Turnip mosaic virus, Sclerotinia 

sclerotiorum, White leaf spot disease, Plant virus biodiversity, Potato spindle tuber viroid, viruses of Western Australian orchids and 

Phytophthora. Thanks to the generous sponsorship we received, all students who presented were given an APPS membership for 2014. The 

prize for best presentation was awarded to Alison Mackie for her presentation, “Pathogenicity and epidemiology of potato spindle tuber viroid 

in Australia”. The prize for scientific endeavour was awarded to Niroshini Gunasinghe for her presentation, “Field screening of diverse 

Brassica germplasm identifies high level resistance against White Leaf Spot disease” and the peer review prize went to Margaret Uloth for 

her presentation, “Resistance to Sclerotinia sclerotiorum in diverse Brassicas”. 

 

   

 Monica Kehoe  

   

      

 

 

      



  

 

  

   

   

 2013 Allen Kerr Prize Winner  

 Congratulations to Dr Sunil Kumar Singh from Charles Sturt University (CSU), Wagga Wagga, who was one of two Allen Kerr Prize winners. 
Dr Singh completed his PhD entitled, “Prioritisation of pest species for biosecurity risk assessments: using plant-parasitic nematodes and 
Australia as examples” under the supervision of Dr Mike Hodda (CSIRO Ecosystems Science) and Associate Professor Gavin Ash (CSU). In 
his research, Dr Singh addressed the challenges faced by biosecurity agencies in prioritising plant parasitic nematodes for biosecurity risk 
assessments using a combination of semi-quantitative and quantitative methods. He has published five papers in peer-reviewed journals 
from his PhD thesis. 
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 Student poster award at APPS Conference 2013  

 University of Sydney PhD student Victor Puno was a winner of the HAL-supported student poster award. Victor is completing his PhD 
“Fusarium wilt of watermelon: biology and management” at the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney and the University of Sydney. Fusarium wilt of 
watermelon is caused by Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. niveum and occurs in many watermelon growing areas around Australia. Victor’s PhD 
research is part of a broader collaboration between the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney, the University of Sydney and the Northern Territory 
Department of Resources. 
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Plant Pathologist’s picnic for Christmas 

 On a sunny afternoon on Thursday 12th December, some of Sydney’s plant pathologists met in the Royal Botanic Gardens for a Christmas 
picnic. Along with a selection of homemade treats, the picnickers were treated to a violin concerto by Brooke and Miles Benyon and Carolina 
Cuenca Cardozo. 

 

   

 

     

 

 Photos : Astha Singh  

   

 Rosalie Daniel  

      

 

 

   



  

 

  

   

   

  Over the last year we have gone through a process of rejuvenation in the Victorian branch of the APPS, with new committee members 
elected and more regular meetings. Most recently we fulfilled the request from Victorian members to undertake a plant pathology field tour. 
Many of us can get deeply involved in working on our favourite pathogens, so it can be refreshing to escape the laboratory or office and learn 
about the wider world of plant pathology including diseases and crops that may be new to you.  

  

   

 Field tour  

 Our field tour took place over two days in October with members converging on the Grains Innovation Park in Horsham. Thirty-two members 
took part, representing a range of institutions including La Trobe University, the University of Melbourne, Deakin University, DEPI Bundoora 
and Horsham. 

 

   

 The first day involved a visit to the DEPI Plant Breeding Centre (PBC) to look at cereal disease screening trials, the Free Air Carbon dioxide 
Enrichment (FACE) experiment and pulse disease screening. The afternoon provided a great opportunity to test out the Crop disease app 
developed by DEPI with guidance from the creator Frank Henry (see link below). “Diagnose that lesion or rust pustule” became a fun activity 
in the cereal trials as well as “find that Botrytis grey mould” in the chickpea plots. The dinner on Thursday night provided a great networking 
opportunity for members young and old. 

 

   

 The second day of the tour with a society meeting and then we explored the research happening onsite at the Grains Innovation Park. 
Disease screening trials within the glasshouses for canola, pulses and cereals, which gave us insight into the conditions required for inducing 
disease and different inoculation methods. We then boarded our bus again to enjoy the sunshine in the field at the Wimmera Research 
Station, Longerenong, where we took in the nematode and crown rot screening trials. 

 

   

 The trip was very educational and all members were very appreciative of the hard work done by the Horsham members in putting together 
such an interesting program. It is hoped we can make this tour an annual event to give all members a chance to broaden their knowledge and 
experience in plant pathology. Stay tuned for news on the next Victorian branch meeting, coming up in February 2014. 

 



   

 More information on the DEPI Crop disease app can be found at: http://www.vic.gov.au/social-media/mobile-apps/crop-disease.html  

   

 

     

 

   

   

   

 APPS conference student award  

 Alicia Greenhill won an award at the APPS conference for the CRC best student presentation.  

   

 Helen Hayden  

   

http://www.vic.gov.au/social-media/mobile-apps/crop-disease.html


 

 

 

   

 Seminar Day  

 The APPS QLD branch hosted a Seminar Day on the 18th November at the DAFF facility in the Ecosciences Precinct. The day was 
organized so local colleagues who were unable to travel to New Zealand for the APPS conference would still benefit from an update on 
research in their region. Well over 70 people were in attendance. Presentations were made by members travelling to the APPS conference 
later in the month including some members that had received conference bursaries. All the presentations were of the highest calibre and a 
most enjoyable and informative day was had by all. 

 

   

 The following presentations were made on the day:  

 Dalphy Harteveld, PhD candidate 
The disease cycle of alternaria leaf blotch and fruit spot of apple 

 

   

 Louise Shuey, PhD candidate 
Diversity and classification of Phellinus noxius in Queensland and New South Wales 

 

   

 Rebecca Roach, DAFF, ESP 
Pseudomonas syringae pv. porri: a new pathogen of Australian onions 

 

   

 Ahsanul Haque, PhD candidate 
Botryosphaeriaceae fungi as a potential mycoherbicide for prickly Acacia 

 

   

 Arslan Qureshi, PhD candidate 
The effect of postharvest hot-fungicidal dip and exogenous ethylene gas application on the incidence of dendritic spot and stem end rot in 
Kensington Pride (KP) mangoes 

 

   



 Duy Le, PhD candidate 
Pathogenicity of Pythium spp. isolated from ginger fields in Australia 

 

   

 Merran Neilsen, PhD candidate 
Phytophthora root rot of avocado – Why are some rootstocks more resistant? 

 

   

 Alistair McTaggart, QAAFI, ESP 
The systematics of Puccinia lagenophorae in Australia 

 

   

 Siddique Abu-Baker, DAFF Biosecurity, ESP 
A look inside the human body: An analogy to improve understanding how the plant 

 

   

 Christine Horlock, DAFF Biosecurity, Oxley 
Has Papaya ringspot virus spread in Queensland over the last 20 years? 

 

   

 

 

 

 From left to right standing: Siddique Abu-Baker, Ahsanul Haque, Duy Le, Arslan Qureshi, Alistair McTaggart, Dalphy Harteveld, Rebecca 
Roach and Merran Neilsen; and sitting: Christine Horlock and Louise Shuey. 

 



 Awards from the APPS Conference  

 During the conference in Auckland several Queenslanders received awards. Dalphy Harteveld received a ‘Best Speaker Award, Horticulture’ 
for her presentation entitled, “The disease cycle of alternaria leaf blotch and fruit spot of apple”. Peter Williamson (APPS business manager) 
and Rob Magarey (APPS president 2005-2007) both received a Distinguished Service Medal for service to the Society and Mark Sutherland 
was made a Fellow of the Society. Mark was not in New Zealand to receive his award, so it will be presented to him in the coming months at 
an appropriate function in Queensland. 

 

   

 

 

 

 Dalphy Harteveld with her ‘ Best Speaker Award, Horticulture’ for her presentation at the Auckland  APPS conference 2013, “The disease 
cycle of alternaria leaf blotch and fruit spot of apple”. 

 



   

 PhD theses update  

 The PhD thesis of Sharon van Brunschot entitled, “Identification and invasion biology of virus and viroid diseases of tomato” has been 
accepted – huge congratulations from all of us! 

 

   

 Sharon was recently awarded a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship by the Cotton Research and Development Corporation to study the 
viruses and insect vectors associated with Cotton leaf curl disease, a major biosecurity threat to the Australian cotton industry. Sharon is 
based at The School of Biological Sciences at the University of Queensland. 

 

   

 Congratulations also to Queensland PhD students Jenny Vo and Dalphy Harteveld, who both have had long associations with DAFF and 
QAAFI supervisors and staff, for recently submitting their PhD theses. 

 

   

 A graduation ceremony in July 2104 will hopefully include all these students and maybe also Louise Shuey who will be submitting her thesis 
in the very near future. 

 

   

 Best wishes to all for a happy holiday season 
Jenny Cobon 

 

      

 

 

   

   

   

 


